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Greetings Members and Staff of the Committee of the Whole. My name is Jessica Giles. I 
am a ward seven resident and the Executive Director of the DC Office of the Center for 
Strong Public Schools Action Fund (Action Fund). The Action Fund is a 501(c)(4) 
organization committed to ensuring every D.C. student—especially Black, Brown, and 
low-income students—attends a high-quality public school regardless of their zip code.  I 
am pleased to submit written testimony on the following bill: B26-0592 - Lottery 
Preference for Families Impacted by School Closures Amendment Act of 2026. 
 
B26-0592 - Lottery Preference for Families Impacted by School Closures 
Amendment Act of 2026 
 
Every family deserves the opportunity to choose the public school, whether traditional 
public or public charter, that best fits their child's needs, interests, and potential. Families 
deserve meaningful choices, and those choices should come with high standards, strong 
academic outcomes, and safe learning environments. That is what makes public school 
choice meaningful. 
 
Public charter schools were established nearly 30 years ago as publicly funded, 
independently managed schools designed to spur innovation, improve student outcomes, 
and hold the public education system accountable. In DC, they were created to expand 
opportunities for families while encouraging all public schools to continuously improve. 
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While we appreciate the intent of this bill, which is to help students affected by school 
closures access another public school, we have significant concerns with its 
implementation. Our concerns fall into two primary categories: (1) how this new lottery 
preference would interact with existing lottery preferences, and (2) why the proposal 
applies only to public charter schools and not to selective DCPS schools. 

Regarding lottery preferences, we have many questions. The order in which preferences 
are applied matters. Does the school closure preference come before sibling preference or 
the at risk preference? How many students from closed schools would actually be placed 
at schools?  

We also believe that if this preference is required for public charter schools, it should also 
apply to DCPS schools that participate in the My School DC lottery. Families whose 
schools close deserve the same opportunity regardless of which public school sector they 
currently attend. 

We have all recently and painfully witnessed what happens when schools close with little 
notice. Students are displaced, educators face uncertainty, and families are left 
scrambling to find another school. It should never come as a surprise that a school is 
closing. 

That is why we have consistently advocated for greater transparency and earlier 
notification. The DC Public Charter School Board (PCSB) should provide timely notice 
when a school is under financial monitoring or at risk of closure so that both governing 
boards and enrolled families have adequate time to plan. Relying on information posted 
online is not enough. Families deserve direct communication and clear expectations about 
what comes next. 

We also believe PCSB should make it easier for families to understand how schools are 
performing academically and financially. Information about a school's standing on 
ASPIRE, its charter goals, financial stability, and any required interventions should be 
easy to find, current, and understandable. Families cannot make informed decisions 
without transparent information. 

Finally, high-stakes closure decisions should be made well before the My School DC lottery 
deadlines. It is unfair to ask families to rank schools or enroll their children in a school that 
may close shortly afterward. 

While this bill addresses the consequences of school closures, it does not address one of 
the conditions that can contribute to them. Schools cannot be expected to remain 
financially healthy if they are not receiving the funding they need. We continue to urge the 
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Mayor and DC Council to ensure all education dollars flow through the Uniform Per 
Student Funding Formula (UPSFF), including funding for educator salaries. Equitable 
funding strengthens schools, reduces financial instability, and makes school closures less 
likely, meaning fewer families would ever need the lottery preference created by this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. We look forward to partnering 
with the DC Council to ensure D.C. continues to lead the nation with strong public schools 
and real opportunity for every student. 


