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Greetings Members and Staff of the Committee of the Whole. My name is Jessica Giles. I
am a ward seven resident and the Executive Director of the DC Office of the Center for
Strong Public Schools Action Fund (Action Fund). The Action Fund is a 501(c)(4)
organization committed to ensuring every D.C. student—especially Black, Brown, and
low-income students—attends a high-quality public school regardless of their zip code. I
am pleased to submit written testimony on the following bill: B26-0403 - Education
Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment Act of 2025

B26-0403 - Education Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment Act of
2025

In 2018 as a staffer for the DC Council’s Committee on Education, I had the distinct
privilege of helping develop the recommendations of the Students in the Care of DC
Working Group recommendations in collaboration with youth, District agencies, and
advocates. It was a rare time when leaders set aside egos and silos to redesign systems
around one shared goal: remove unnecessary barriers so that students furthest from
opportunity have a fair shot at success.

I will never forget hearing from young people as they described losing their education
records, being wrongfully placed, and going without appropriate general education



services. Hearing those experiences firsthand made it clear that the system was failing
the very young people it was supposed to support.

The stakes for getting this right are high. More than one-third of youth who age out of
foster care have attended five or more schools while in care, and students in foster care
are more than twice as likely to drop out of high school as their peers.! For justice-involved
youth, the evidence is equally compelling: higher educational attainment is associated
with lower rates of recidivism.? These students already face extraordinary challenges
outside the classroom. They should not have to navigate inconsistent transcript
evaluations, lost credits, or unnecessary barriers to graduation simply because DC’s
systems failed to protect their progress.

Eight years later, we find ourselves still grappling with these issues. Without bold action,
these barriers will continue to stand in the way of students who have already overcome
more than most. D.C. owes these young people more than another report or another
conversation. It owes them action.

B26-0403 is a practical, evidence-based solution that addresses a long-standing gap in
DC's education system. It ensures that students can remain on frack to graduate through
consistent transcript evaluations, reliable credit transfer, flexible graduation pathways,
and stronger coordination across agencies.

Just as importantly, the bill reflects recommendations the District has already identified
as necessary. The Mayor's Bridging the Gap: A Strategic Plan for Students in the Care of
DC, developed by the Students in the Care of DC Coordinating Committee, recognizes that
educational continuity requires a District-wide course catalog, standardized transcript
evaluations, consistent credit transfer policies, flexible graduation pathways, and
coordinated implementation across agencies. B26-0403 turns those recommendations
into law.

When I first learned about this issue eight years ago, young people in the care of the
District told us something I have never forgotten: DC was making it harder for them to
graduate. That is inexcusable. We urge the Committee of the Whole to move this
legislation forward. With thoughtful input from stakeholders and the resources necessary
for successful implementation, B26-0403 will help ensure that students in the care of DC
can be put on a path to succeed.

" National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges & Casey Family Programs. Asking the Right
Questions II: Judicial Checklists to Meet the Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Foster Care
(2008).

2 National Institute of Justice. Education and Delinquency Prevention (updated 2025).



Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. We look forward to partnering
with the DC Council to ensure D.C. continues to lead the nation with strong public schools
and real opportunity for every student.



