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April 22, 2026 

 

DC Council’s Committee of the Whole  
2026 Budget Oversight Hearing:  

DC Public Schools 
Public Charter School Board 

 
Jessica Giles 

Executive Director, DC  
Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund 

 

 

Greetings Chairman Mendelson, Members, and Staff of the DC Council’s Committee of 
the Whole. My name is Jessica Giles. I am a ward seven resident and the Executive 
Director of the Washington, D.C. office of the Center for Strong Public Schools Action 
Fund (CSPS). CSPS is a 501(c)(4) organization committed to ensuring that every 
student, especially Black, Brown, and low-income kids, attends a high-quality public 
school, regardless of their zip code. Thank you for holding this FY2027 budget oversight 
hearing on DC Public Schools and the DC Public Charter School Board.  

At CSPS, we believe three things: all students can achieve academically, all students 
deserve the resources they need to succeed, and all students can graduate and earn a 
degree or credential. Those beliefs drive our commitment to ensuring D.C. has strong 
public schools. Schools that are accountable, equitably funded, and innovative to 
support student success. D.C.’s FY 2027 budget will be a reflection of your values and 
your beliefs about students, and what our education system can achieve. 

D.C. has one of the highest-funded systems in the country. Since taking office, Mayor 
Bowser has increased the uniform per student funding formula (UPSFF) by 63% and 
nearly doubled local funding. This year, Mayor Bowser proposed a 2.55 percent 
foundation level increase from $15,070 to $15,455. In a lean year, we are grateful for 
the continued investment in education.  

 
 
 

FUND BOTH SECTORS FAIRLY 

https://educationdata.org/public-education-spending-statistics?utm_source=chatgpt.com#dc
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/districts-public-schools-continue-make-progress-achievement-enrollment-and-teacher
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/districts-public-schools-continue-make-progress-achievement-enrollment-and-teacher
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With a thriving two-sector public education system, the UPSFF is thoughtfully designed 
with equity in mind as it rightfully has student-centered funding and need-based 
weights. However, the formula is undermined whenever funding flows outside of the 
formula. In the FY 2027 budget proposal, the Mayor transfers $96 million operation 
dollars outside of the formula - Early Stages ($11.1M), IMPACT bonuses ($25.5M), and 
fixed costs ($59.4M). By transferring funds outside of the formula, the Mayor denies 
charter school students access to comparable funding for similar services. She then 
compounds that inequity by flat-funding the charter facilities allowance at $187.3 
million, while raising DCPS capital funding to $555.9 million.  
 
If the budget is passed as is, DCPS would receive roughly $2,000 more per student in 
operating funds than public charter schools. When factoring in facilities funding and 
capital investments, the total funding gap grows to nearly $9,675 per student. The 
result is that charter schools are increasingly expected to do more with less, while still 
being held to a higher standard of accountability. Regardless of sector, all schools must 
provide safe and healthy learning environments, and you all rightfully expect them to. 
Well, this responsibility does not go away with less funding. D.C. Democratic voters 
understand this, which is why 63% support equal funding across sectors. 
 
We urge the Committee of the Whole to ensure that all funds flow through the formula 
so that both sectors have the funds necessary to educate their students. In addition, 
we recommend that the Committee of the Whole makes transparent to D.C. taxpayers 
in every budget, how much funding flows through the formula to both sectors, and how 
much funding does not. 

 

INVEST IN WHAT WORKS 

Without accountability for results, more money alone won’t close the gap we’re seeing 
in academic achievement (the gap between the number of students that are proficient 
and non-proficient) in reading and math.  

 

 

 

 

https://strongschoolsaction.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7705178691e097289a153c98b&id=10be9d05c4&e=e83127b072
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Edunomics Lab analyzed Return on 
Investment data from 2013-2024 (NAEP 
4th grade reading and 8th grade math 
scores alongside per-pupil spending) to 
see which states have been more (or 
less) successful at leveraging dollars to 
deliver academic improvement. The 
chart shows D.C. has better than 
average gains in math and reading with 
recovery investments.  

While it is true D.C. is heading into leaner 
times, it is critical that progress does not 
take a nosedive due to a lack of 
commitment and investment. 

We are concerned that the Mayor’s FY27 
proposed budget fails to scale the 
science of reading, despite 
overwhelming evidence that teachers 
benefit from structured literacy training. 
It also contains no new funding for 
evidence-based math reforms despite 

only 15% of D.C. high school students being proficient in math. These are not nice-to-
have line items in our budget. It is central to the success of our students to be able to 
compete here and across the country.  
 
In reading, we urge the Committee of the Whole to protect funding for the DC Reading 
Clinic and fully fund the implementation of the Early Education Task Force 
recommendations. In math, we urge the Committee of the Whole to to fully fund the 
implementation of the Math Task Force recommendations, including the $300K for a 
Capital Math Leader Exchange that brings D.C.’s math leaders together to use real 
student data to identify, refine, and scale the teaching practices that drive stronger 
math outcomes across all public schools. 
 
We applaud continued investment in High Impact Tutoring to help DCPS and public 
charter school students to grow academically, and we urge the Committee of the 
Whole to maintain this funding. We support important investments for DCPS like the 
$600K for Artificial Intelligence (AI) literacy and instructional training, materials, and 

https://edunomicslab.org/district-of-columbia-roi-over-time/
https://strongschoolsaction.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7705178691e097289a153c98b&id=4f24dc1bf9&e=e83127b072
https://strongschoolsaction.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7705178691e097289a153c98b&id=4f24dc1bf9&e=e83127b072
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Assessment%202025_PublicDeck%20_FINAL.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/literacytaskforce
https://osse.dc.gov/literacytaskforce
https://osse.dc.gov/page/math-task-force
https://cityschoolscollab.org/how-to-accelerate-learning/
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new personnel. (80% of Democratic voters believe schools should proactively address 
the use of AI in classrooms.) Additionally, the $700K investment to strengthen dual 
enrollment for every DCPS high school is critical. We’d like to learn more about these 
programs.  
 
Lastly, D.C.’s education system is facing significant headwinds. We urge the Committee 
of the Whole to require clear plans from both DCPS and the Public Charter School 
Board. Specifically, how will DCPS address the U.S. Department of Education’s finding 
that it denied students with disabilities a free and appropriate public education and 
how DCPS and the DC Public Charter School Board plans to prepare schools for 
declining pre-K applications through the D.C. lottery.  
 
In conclusion, we ask that you fund both sectors fairly and to invest only in what works. 
Thank you again for holding this hearing. I look forward to continuing to work with you 
all to ensure that we have strong public schools for all students. 
 

 

 
Contact: jessica@strongschoolsaction.org 

 

The Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund is a 501(c)(4) organization with offices in Alabama, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Texas, and Washington, D.C. Our D.C. office is building a pipeline of courageous 
elected officials who are passionate about transforming public education so that every D.C. student—
especially Black, Brown, and low-income students—attends a high-quality public school regardless of 
their zip code. We recruit, train, and support courageous leaders who put kids first. Learn more at 
strongschoolsaction.org/dc.  

 

 

 

https://strongschoolsnow.org/blog/new-polling-shows-voters-want-schools-to-prepare-every-student-invest-in-strong-schools-and-career-pathways/
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-concludes-dc-public-schools-discriminates-against-students-disabilities
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/04/12/dc-school-enrollment-applications-lottery/
mailto:jessica@strongschoolsaction.org
https://strongschoolsaction.org/dc/

