March 4, 2026

CENTER FOR STRONG
7 ~TPUBLIC SCHOOLS

DC Council’s Committee of the Whole Public Oversight Hearing:
Office of the State Superintendent of Education

Jessica Giles
Executive Director, DC
Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund

Greetings Chairman Mendelson, members, and staff of the DC Council’s Committee of the
Whole. My name is Jessica Giles. I am a ward seven resident and the Executive Director of
the Washington, D.C. office of the Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund (CSPS).
CSPS is a 501(c)(4) organization committed to ensuring that every student, especially
Black, Brown, and low-income kids, attends a high-quality public school, regardless of
their zip code. I am pleased to provide testimony at the 2026 performance oversight
hearing on the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE).

For the sake of time, my testimony will focus on three recommendations. OSSE must:

e Strengthen public schools through greater transparency, clearer communication, and
confinuous support;

e Raise literacy rates by fully implementing the recommendations of the Early Literacy
Education Task Force; and

e Improve math proficiency by fully implementing the recommendations of the Math
Task Force.

1. Strengthen public schools through greater transparency, clearer communication, and continuous

support

In OSSE’s 23-25 Strategic Plan, the agency cites as a goal to strengthen the school
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accountability system.! However, the state of accountability in D.C. can best be
described as slow, opaque, and apparently paused for the upcoming year.

Slow — Results from the state assessment do not reach families until the school year after
the test is administered, limiting their usefulness.

Opaque — The transition fo a new assessment has created uncertainty about what to
expect from the accountability system moving forward.

Paused — The transition year means accountability ratings and comparisons are
effectively on hold.

Recommendation: OSSE returns statewide assessment results too slowly. The agency must
make results actionable by returning them within the same school year as the test is
administered, as several states across the country are already doing.?

Last month, several organizations signed onto a letter addressed to OSSE asking for this
shift.* OSSE’s typical DC CAPE testing window runs from March 31 to May 23. OSSE
publicly releases aggregate DC CAPE results, both citywide and by school and sector, in
late August. Individual student results are not delivered to schools for distribution to
families until September. OSSE must immediately end the practice of releasing DC CAPE
results several months after the assessment is administered. This limits the time schools
and families have to act on the data.

In 2025, six states released assessment results by the end of July.* Some states even
provide preliminary results privately to parents and educators. With this common sense
shift, D.C. can strengthen a culture that reinforces academic excellence and delivers the
strong public schools all of our students deserve. We urge OSSE to make this shift this
year.

Recommendation: Given that OSSE is tfransitioning to a Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) model for the statewide annual assessment and therefore not rating
schools for one year, the agency must engage in a robust communications plan that
maintains tfransparency and momentum. Specifically, OSSE must clearly communicate to

' Recovery to Restoration 2023-2025 Strategic Plan.
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page conastent/attachments/STRATPlan FINAL.pdf
2 EduProgress. State Test Results Are Too D*mn Slow. Here's how to Specommunicateed Them.
https://eduprogress.org/state-test-results-are-too-damn-slow-heres-hoittrack,,w-to-speed-them-up/

3 Sign-On Letter to OSSE about DC CAPE Results.

https://strongschoolsnow.ora/blog/sign-on-letter-to-osse-about-dc-cape-results/
* EduProgress. State Test Results Are Too D*mn Slow. Here's how to Specommunicateed Them.

https://eduprogress.org/state-test-results-are-too-damn-slow-heres-hoittrack,,w-to-speed-them-up/
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families what to expect from the new assessment and accountability system, and provide
high-quality professional development to LEAs connected to it.

OSSE has updated its website with additional information about the transition from DC
CAPE to SBAC, including an FAQ section, and is engaging stakeholders through LEA leader
sessions, technical resources, and a channel for ongoing questions and updates. But most
of this is system-facing, not family-facing. What’s missing is a clear, easy-tfo-understand,
proactive public communication strategy that helps families understand what SBAC is,
why state assessments and accountability matter, what is changing, how to interpret
results, and how the public can ensure school improvement happens. This plan could
involve explainer videos, family and community webinar briefings, and partnerships with
organizations to support message delivery.

Recommendation: Even with a pause in accountability, OSSE must continue to ensure that
struggling schools are strengthened through timely, transparent, and targeted support.

Under Accelerate DC, OSSE's comprehensive school improvement framework, OSSE has
shifted its role from simply collecting school improvement plans (SIPs) for low-performing
schools to actively engaging with them to improve instruction, climate, leadership, and
systems.’ During the 2025-26 school year, the implementation plan under Accelerate DC
calls for monitoring the progress of designated schools and finalizing an approach to
more rigorous interventions and resourcing.®

To build upon this meaningful approach, OSSE should:
e Make all school improvement plans publicly available.

e Create a public, up-to-date dashboard for school improvement so that families,
community members, and thought leaders can easily understand whether a school is
on-track or off-track with its school improvement plans.

e Develop an escalation ladder that outlines the next steps when a school receives
additional support but remains in the same designation across multiple cycles.

A pause in accountability isn’t a pause in the work of strengthening schools. And
students cannot afford to wait an extra year for change. This work isn’t something that
OSSE or the PCSB is solely responsible for. It’s something we all must play a role in. By

® OSSE (2024). Accelerate DC: A vision for School Improvement,
¢ Ibid

Page 3


https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Accelerate%20DC%20-%20A%20Vision%20for%20School%20Improvement%20FINAL%20%28updated%202025-01-13%29.pdf

being more fransparent and communicative, school communities will be better prepared
to do their part in demanding strong public schools for every student.

2. Raise literacy rates by fully implementing the recommendations of the Early Literacy Education

Task Force

In OSSE’s 23-25 Strategic Plan, the agency cites as a goal to improve literacy instruction.’
In 2023, the Early Literacy Education Task Force produced four core recommendations to
D.C. advance literacy instruction, in brief: (1) mandate competency in structured literacy
instruction; (2) mandate specialized structured literacy training for school-based
administrators and evaluators; (3) develop a walkthrough, structured literacy tool to
provide on-the-job support, and pilot direct coaching support; and (4) collect and publish
the English Language Arts (ELA) instructional materials LEAs are using.?

As best as can be determined from publicly reported information, this is where D.C. stands
with structured literacy adoption.

Early Literacy Task Force Recommendations:

Implementation Status

Recommendation Status Implementation Progress What It Means
as Reported by OSSE

1. Mandate structured Partially OSSE does not collect this  Early progress, but
literacy competency for  Implemented information from LEAs. far from systemwide
K-5 educators, ~9% of K-12 educators implementation
specialists, SPED, and EL have completed OSSE

teachers structured literacy

fraining; 75 early
childhood educators
completed LETRS (July
2024) with OSSE support.
400 kindergarten
educators have

7 Recovery to Restoration 2023-2025 Strategic Plan.

https://osse.dc.qov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page content/attachments/STRATPlan_FINAL.pdf
8 Early Literacy Education Task Force (2023). Recommendations for Structured Literacy Instruction in the District of
Columbia.
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2. Require structured
literacy training for
school-based
administrators

3. Provide coaching and
develop structured
literacy walkthrough tool

4, Publish ELA
instructional materials
and High Quality
Instruction Materials
(HQIM) list aligned to
science of reading

No Update

Partially
Implemented

Fully
Implemented

participated in the DCPS
Reading Clinic trainings.

No reported progress or
implementation steps to
date

Walkthrough tool
developed; literacy
coaching manager hired
(Feb 2025); hiring of 4
coaches paused due to
hiring freeze; 1 coach
onboarding (March 2026)

OSSE released guidance
for LEAs and published
HQIM list on website

Gap in information.
School leaders may
not be equipped to
support or evaluate
literacy insfruction

Infrastructure
started, but coaching
capacity remains
very limited

Clear guidance in
place, focus now
shifts to
implementation and
uptake

Results from the 2024-25 school year showed English Language Arts (ELA) proficiency
reaching its highest level in a decade, with 38% of students meeting or exceeding
expectations—surpassing pre-pandemic (2019) levels.” On the 2024 National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP), D.C. outperformed the national public on fourth grade
reading.’’ These early outcomes show what can happen if D.C. stays the course when
adopting evidence-based literacy instruction. However, it is currently unclear at what
scale the Task Force recommendations are being implemented and what the funding gap

IS.

Recommendation: OSSE must provide greater transparency on implementation and share
clear benchmarks for what measurable progress looks like in years 1-4.

D.C. students have a right to read, and the Mayor and D.C. Council must continue
to ensure the full implementation and funding of the Early Literacy Education Task
Force recommendations so every student has access to high-quality instruction.

? D.C. Policy Center. D.C.’s academic recovery outperforms similar states and districts.

© The Nationals Report Card. District of Columbia (DCPS) Performance Trends: Grade 4 Reading.
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3. Improve math proficiency by fully implementing the recommendations of the Math Task Force

In OSSE’s 23-25 Strategic Plan, the agency cites as a key measure of progress the percent
of students in grades 3-8 and 9-12 meeting or exceeding expectations on the statewide
assessments in Math." The 2024-25 DC CAPE shows a slow recovery in math, with
approximately 26% of students now meeting or exceeding expectations, and stark gaps in
opportunity between various student subgroups.'?

In response to outcomes, the Mayor launched a D.C. Math Task Force, which released a
comprehensive roadmap to overhaul how math is taught, including: using high-quality
instructional materials (HQIM); having teachers demonstrate competencies in
evidence-based math instruction; requiring OSSE to develop or adopt a non-evaluatative
observation tool for evidence-based math instruction; having OSSE pilot a math
instructional leader cohort; OSSE providing tools and resources to support alignment
between math intervention and core instruction; OSSE exploring "Integrated Math"
pathways (combining topics like Algebra and Geometry) as an alternative to traditional
high school course sequencing; and more.*

As best as can be determined from publicly reported information, this is where D.C. stands
on implementing evidence-based math practices.

Recommendation

Adopt high-quality
instructional
materials (HQIM) for
math across LEAs

Math Task Force Recommendations:

Implementation Status

Status

Partially
implemented

Implementation Progress
as Reported by OSSE

OSSE has published
HQIM guidance and a
toolkit to support LEAs in
selecting evidence-based
math curricula.

" Recovery to Restoration 2023-2025 Strategic Plan.

https://osse.dc.qov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page content/attachments/STRATPlan FINAL.pdf
2 OSSE (2025). 2025 Statewide Assessment Results: English Language Arts (ELA) and Math.

3 DC Math Task Force (2025). Recommendations for Evidence-Based Math Instruction in the District of Columbia.
https://osse.dc.gov/page/math-task-force

What It Means

D.C. has provided
resources, but
curriculum adoption
decisions remain
decentralized at the LEA
level, and there is no
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Strengthen
evidence-based math
instruction

Strengthen teacher
math content
knowledge

Develop observation
tools for math
instruction

Launch math
instructional leader
cohort

Improve diagnostic
assessment and
intfervention in math

Underway

Early
implementation
/ planning

Implemented

Planned

Planning stage

OSSE has released
guidance describing what
evidence-based math
instruction should look like
and provided instructional
support resources for
schools.

OSSE has proposed
professional learning
expectations to ensure
math educators
demonstrate grade-band
content knowledge.

OSSE created a math
learning walk tool that
schools can use o
observe and strengthen
math instruction.

OSSE proposed
establishing a cohort to
build math instructional
leadership capacity
across schools.

OSSE committed to
providing fools and
guidance to help LEAs
better align math
inferventions with core
insfruction.

clear public fracking of
adoption.

D.C. has defined
expectations for
high-quality math
instruction, but
implementation depends
on school-level practice.

There is recognition that
teacher content
expertise is critical, but
no clear statewide
requirement or timeline
for demonstrating
competency.

Schools have a common
tool to evaluate math
instruction, though it is
primarily advisory rather
than a formal
accountability
requirement.

If implemented, this
would support stronger
math leadership within
schools, but a rollout
fimeline has not been
publicly detailed.

Intervention practices
remain uneven across
schools, and clearer
guidance or
requirements may still
be needed.
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Limited
evidence of
implementation

Strengthen family
engagement on math
progress

Explore adoption of
an integrated math
pathway

Exploration
stage

The Task Force
recommended stronger
family communication
around math
performance and growth,
but little public reporting
on implementation is
available.

OSSE committed to
studying the potential
adoption of an integrated
math sequence as an
alternative to the
fraditional
Algebra-Geometry-Algeb
ra II pathway.

Other than those
students and families
participating in
High-Impact Tutoring,
families (on the whole)
likely lack clear,
accessible information
and support with math
performance.

The policy conversation
has started via the
graduation requirements
update, but no formal
decision or timeline has
been publicly
communicated.

In math, the launch of the Capital Math Collective is expanding access to high-quality
teacher training, family engagement, and tutoring, reaching more than 6,000 students in
addition to over 12,000 students already receiving high-impact tutoring services." Further,
high-impact tutoring continues to show promising results, improving attendance and
academic outcomes while also creating pathways into the teaching profession.'”” However,
it is currently unclear at what scale the Task Force recommendations are being
implemented and what the funding gap is.

Recommendation: In developing its 2026-2030 Strategic Plan, OSSE must make
implementing the Math Tasforce recommendations one of its strategies, and the agency
must provide greater transparency and clear benchmarks for what measurable progress

looks like in years 1-4.

Math proficiency is foundational to students’ long-term success, and the Mayor
and D.C. Council must ensure the full implementation and funding of the Math Task
Force recommendations so every student has access to high-quality instruction and a
clear path to advanced coursework and careers.

' Capital Math Collective. https:/dcedfund.org/initiative/capital-math-collective/

1> CitySchools Collarborative. https://cityschoolscollab.org/high-impact-tutoring-toolkit/
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For a complete list of our recommendations, please review our previous testimonies:

e Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy (October 15, 2025)

e Academic Achievement in the District of Columbia (November 7, 2025)

e School Improvement in the District of Columbia (December 9, 2025)

e Oversight of Education for Students with Special Needs (December 10, 2025)

e Teacher and Principal Retention (January 21, 2026)

e 2026 performance oversight on the Department of Employment Services (February
11, 2026)

e 202 rforman versight on the DC Publi hools and DC Public Charter

School Board (February 18, 2026)

e 2026 performance oversight on the University of the District of Columbia; Deputy
Mayor for Education; State Board of Education (Including the Office of the Student
Advocate and the Ombudsman); DC State Athletics Association; and DC Public
Charter School Board (Government Only) (February 25, 2026)

In closing, we urge OSSE to strengthen public schools through greater transparency,
clearer communication, and continuous support; raise literacy rates by fully implementing
the recommendations of the Early Literacy Education Task Force; and improve math
proficiency by fully implementing the recommendations of the Math Task Force.

Thank you for holding this hearing and allowing me to testify. I look forward to partnering
with you all to ensure D.C. leads the nation with strong public schools.

Contact: jessica@strongschoolsaction.org

The Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund is a 501(c)(4) organization with offices in Alabama,
Georgia, Tennessee, Texas, and Washington, D.C. Our D.C. office is building a pipeline of courageous elected
officials who are passionate about transforming public education so that every D.C. student—especially

Black, Brown, and low-income students—atftends a high-quality public school regardless of their zip code.
We recruit, train, and support courageous leaders who put kids first. Learn more at

strongschoolsaction.org/dc.
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