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2025-26 Policy Agenda

The Center for Strong Public Schools (CSPS) launched in September 2025 with a vision:
to ensure that every student, especially Black, Brown, and low-income students, in all 8
wards of the District attends a high-quality, well-run traditional public or public charter
school. After two months of community engagement, CSPS released its first-ever policy
agenda. The 2025-26 Be Bold, Build Strong campaign challenges D.C. leaders to lead
boldly and build a strong public education system that ensures accountability, secures
equitable funding, and sparks innovation to accelerate success for every student.
For more information, contact jessica@strongschoolsnow.org.
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e All families know how their child is performing, and can see how every school
performs—with transparent, up-to-date, actionable, and comparable data on
attendance, achievement, funding, and results.

e All historically marginalized students are protected, despite uncertainty at the
federal level and increased congressional interference.

e Struggling schools are identified early and strengthened through timely,
transparent, and targeted support.

Strong Public Schools Are Equitably Funded.

¢ All public school funding is allocated through the Uniform Per Student Funding
Formula to ensure that students receive equitable resources, regardless of whether
they attend a DCPS or public charter school.

All schools transparently show how funds improve student achievement.

All students learn in safe, well-maintained buildings regardless of sector. A 3.1%
annual increase to the charter facilities allowance ensures students have safe, well-
maintained buildings, even without access to capital dollars.

Strong Public Schools Innovate to Support

Student Success.

* All schools act swiftly to implement science of reading and evidence-based math
instruction consistent with the recommendations of the Early Literacy Education and
Math Taskforce, enabling all students to achieve grade-level proficiency and above.
e Students and teachers receive guidance and support on the responsible use of AI to
enhance student learning, college and career opportunities, as well as to support
teacher capacity.

e All students in middle grades (grades 5-8) receive student-centered programming,
including early career exploration, support for their personal and academic
development, and guidance for transitions between school levels.
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