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Poll Results:

Georgia Democratic Primary for Governor
and
Opinions on Education Issues

Ballot Vote Democratic Primary.

Keisha Lance Bottom holds a clear lead (43% to 25%) over her nearest
challenger, Mike Thurmond in Primary ballot voting largely because of her
superior statewide name recognition and high popularity. Geoff Duncan
(17%) is third.

Democratic Primary Ballot Vote for Governor*

Keisha Lance Bottoms _ 43%
Mike Thurmond - 25%
Geoff Duncan - 17%

Jason Esteves . 10%
Olujimi Brown Iz%

Derrick Jackson I 2%

*  Online interviewing allows for poll “voting” to mirror actual election ballot voting where “undecided” is not a choice
option. See methodology section below.

Bottoms leads in every area of the state with an especially strong vote
over 50% in non-metro Atlanta across Central, Southeast, and Southwest
Georgia.

Bottoms leads Thurmond by a wide 51% to 32% among black voters and
holds a more narrow 32% to 28% lead over Geoff Duncan among white
voters.
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l. Candidate Ratings.

Keisha Lance Bottoms 9%

Mike Thurmond “ 37%
Geoff Duncan m 40%
Jason Esteves m 62%

m FAVORABLE m UNFAVORABLE DK

Keisha Lance Bottoms is by far the best known (91% recognition) and
highest rated candidate (65% positive). This pattern persists across the
entire state with her highest support coming in the Atlanta Metro area
(72% positive, 20% negative) outside of Fulton and DeKalb Counties.

Mike Thurmond carries very low negative ratings everywhere and is best
known among all black voters statewide (63-10) and in his home DeKalb
County (63-13).

Geoff Duncan, while known to 60%, but is rated less than 2:1 positive.
Duncan’s strongest groups are white Democratic men 65+ and those who
self-identify as moderate or conservative.

Jason Esteves, with 38% name recognition, must play catch-up with his
better known and higher rated opponents.
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Informed Ballot Support.

In order to balance the playing field for name recognition and project to an
information scenario where all candidates’ basic biographic descriptions
are known, thumbnail profiles of the top four candidates were provided
followed by a retest of the Governor’s preference ballot.

Under this scenario, Keisha Lance Bottoms continues to lead (32%) but
by a narrower four-point margin over Mike Thurmond (28%) with both
Geoff Duncan (24%) and Jason Esteves (15%) gaining ground.

Head-to-head runoff tests show Keisha Lance Bottoms leading all three of
these opponents after exposure to candidate profiles.

Informed Ballot* Run-Off Matchups

Keisha Lance Bottoms | 559
Mike Thurmond e 45%

Keisha Lance Bottoms |GGG 62%
Geoff Duncan [N 38%

Keisha Lance Bottoms |G 5%
Jason Esteves [N 35%

Exact Text of Candidate Descriptions.

Keisha Lance Bottoms is a former mayor of Atlanta, 5" generational Georgian, and veteran of the Biden/Harris
Administration. As Mayor, she focused on housing affordability, increased pay for first responders, and small
business growth.

Jason Esteves is a former State Senator, small business owner, and former chair of the Atlanta Public Schools
Board. His public service includes raising teacher pay, historic results in quality classroom learning, lowering senior
housing costs and expanding health care access.

Mike Thurmond has served as State Labor Commissioner, Dekalb County CEO, and DeKalb County Public Schools
Superintendent. He is a leader creating jobs, increasing school graduation rates and test scores, and turning funding
deficits into surpluses.

Geoff Duncan is Georgia’s former Republican Lt. Governor who stood up to Trump, rejected MAGA lawlessness, and
is now a Democrat running for Governor to fight for families, lower consumer costs, and stand up to protect
democracy and stop Trump.
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V. Most Important Issue — Governor’s Race.

Which of the following is the most important issue to you in deciding which candidate for
Georgia Governor you'll vote for...?

Tog1+2
Standing up to Trump/MAGA followers DR 1% 68
Jobs and the economy BRI o 40
Access to health care IS4 25% 39
Housing affordability - 10% 17
Abortion rights % 9% 13
Public education . 8% 12
Environment/climate change % 7% 10
m 1st Choice 2nd Choice

e Standing up to Trump and MAGA Republicans (53%) is by far the most
important issue to Primary voters. This comes in way ahead of Jobs
(14%) and Health Care access (14%) in rank order.

e When 2 choices are combined, standing up to Trump is picked by 68%
while 40% pick Jobs and 38% health care.

e Public Education is selected by 4% as a 15t choice priority and a total
of 12% as 15t or 2",
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V. REMOVE CULTURE WARS and SUPPORT TEACHERS are top
education policy priorities.

Finally, which of the following 6 actions do you think is the MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE
facing public education in Georgia that the State Legislature should take action on to
improve the quality of public schools.

Total 3 Choices Combined
-

Get culture wars out of schools to restore freedom to teach our country's
full history, even things we are not proud of, read any book deemed age
appropriate, and discuss real world life issues.

Give teachers and school leaders the resources and support needed to
achieve classroom success. 77

68

Create funding equity across Georgia by changing the state's funding
formula to base it on student needs such as low-income areas, special
needs or rural communities.

62

Increase literacy rates to improve on having only 30% of students currently
reading at grade level by focusing on teacher training and providing
needed resources.

54

Bring more accountability for student performance by creating systems
that provide more information to parents, educators, and the public about
where any gaps in student achievement on standard curricula need to be
improved.

30

Expand public school choice such as promoting charter schools, career
academies and magnet schools.

e Of six choices, "get culture wars out of schools" is the top issue
concern (31%) followed closely by "give teachers the support they
need" (29%).

e Funding equity (18%) comes in 3rd followed by increase literacy rates
(12%).

e The same hierarchy of issues continues when the top 3 choices are
combined.

e When two choices are combined, “support teachers” is on top with
77%. This reinforces results of a separate question showing a solid
68% majority TRUST TEACHERS more than five other choices to
make the “best decisions” about educating public school children.

Methodology.
e Sample Size: n=1,513 completed interviews.
e Interview Method: Online via cell-text invite.
e Margin of Error: 2.5%.
o Eligibility: Likely Democratic Primary Voters in Georgia based on previous Primary voting
history.
e Interview Dates: September 23-25, 2025.

e Client: Center for Strong Public Schools Action Fund.
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